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Tue Circunar is published by Communists, and 
for Communists. 


ucation of several confederated Associations, who 


are pr actically devoted to the Pentecost principle | 
Nearly all of its | 


of conmunity of property. 
readers outside of those Associations are Commu- 
nists in principle. It is supported almost entire:y 
by the. free contributions of this Communist con- 
stituency. A Paper with such objects and such 
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Its main object is to help the ed- | 


llong to the unregenerate state; and the last 
two (viz., the mortal-spiritual and the spiritual) 
to the regenerate. 

The carnal comprises all men in their natu- 
ral state, such as infants, men without reve- 
‘lation, &e. 
| The legal-carnal comprises all law-bound, 
‘sinning religionists, such as were the Jewish 


| saints under the law, the disciples while Christ | 


was in the flesh, the novices of the primitive | 


‘church, and the pious of the past and present | 


for the yearly volume ; but he must not require us |¢ (hyistian’ churches. 


to keep his accounts. 
the Family Circle for which we labor. 

rae Communications should be addressed to— 
“Tur CrrcuLar, Brooklyn, was 
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An Outline of all Experience. 

causes of all good and evil 
and the spirit of selfish- 
ness—God and the devil. Human life is 
placed under the power of these spirits, and in 
all stages of its experience is either subject 





The ultimate 
are the spirit of love, 


the conflict between them. 

As man is composed of body and soul, his 
life is of a twofold quality, animal and spiritual. | 
the flesh or the outer 
the spirit or the 


We call his animal life, 
man ; and his spiritual life, 
inner man. The flesh is the natural soil of self- 
ishness, and is therefore the 
of the devil. The spirit is susceptible of divine 
influences, and when awakened, appreciates the 
law of love: it is therefore the vantage-ground 
of God. 

The flesh and the spirit, 
only the instruments of the ultimate causes of 
good and evil, are the immediate actors and 


vantage-ground 


though they are 


combatants in all human experience; and the 
several states of man may be refered to them, 
as the representatives of God and the devil. 
We may say, therefore, that human life. in all 
stages of its experience, is either under the 
entire dominion of the flesh, or of the spirit, 
or in the conflict between them. This is 
equivalent to what we said in the first para- 
graph. 

In the 7th and 8th chapters of Romans, 
four distinct, successive states of human life, 
in its progress from evil to good, are brought 
to view, namely : 

The natural state, in which the flesh 
reigns undisturbed. This was Paul’s condition 
when he was ‘alive without the law.’ (7: 9.) 

The legal state, in which the flesh still 
reigns, but is engaged in conflict with the spir- 
it, which has begun to delight in the law of 
God. This state is described in the confession, 
commencing at, ‘IT am carnal,’ &e. (7: 7-25) 

The justified state ; the spirit, 
by marriage with Christ, has prevailed over the 
flesh, and commenced its reign, but is yet in 
the mortal body, and thus still in conflict with 
the flesh. This is described in the greater 
part of the Sth chapter, as the then present 
state of Paul and the regenerate part of the 


in which 


primitive church. 

4. The glorified state; in which the spirit 
has completed its vietory over the flesh by the 
resurrection of the body, and reigns undis- 
turbe |. This state is spoken of as the hope of 
the saints, in the 8th chapter, from the 17th 
to the 25th verses. 

These four states may be presented to view 
under other terms, thus :— 

1. ‘The flesh’s rest; 2, The flesh’s contested 
reign over the spirit ; 3, The spirit’s contested 
reign over the flesh ; 4, The spirit’s rest. Or, 

The carnal; 2, The legal-carnal; 3, 
The mortal-spiritual ; 4, The spiritual. 

If we divide experience: in the usual more 
generic way, into two states, the regenerate 
and the unregenerate, the first two of our sub- 


We rely on the free gifts of | 


| The mortal-spiritual comprises all that are 
without sin in this world, such as was Christ in 
ithe days of his flesh, and the apostles and 
primitive believers after the gospel was opened 
to them. 

The spiritual comprises those who have con- 
quered death and attained the glorified body, 
| as Christ did at his resurrection, and as_ the 
primitive saints did at the Second Coming. 

In the present state of things, we are con- 


: ~*~ | cerned with the two imtermediate conflict-states, 
wholly to one or to the other of them, or is in| 


more immediately than with the rest-states, at 
the two extremes. Yet the life of all who are 





saved passes through the whole four. In the 
/7thand 8th of Romans, Paul carries his own 


| history through the first three, and at the See- 


ond Coming he entered the fourth. His_his- 
tory is doubtless, in its general features, an 
outline of the history of all the redeemed. 

And the experience of individuals, isa mini- 
ature of the history of the human race. 

From the advent of sin till the advent of the 
law, it may be said in general terms that the 
flesh reigned undisturbed ; and the consequence 
was a deluge of iniquity, and finally a deluge 
of destruction. 

From the advent of the law till the advent 
of Christ, the flesh reigned; but the law and 
the partial divine influences accompanying it, 
stirred the spirits of men, and the war between 
the flesh and the spirit advanced, not indeed 
to a vietory of the spirit over the flesh, but to 
a preparation for that victory. 

From the advent of Christ till the present 
time, the human race, viewed as a whole, com- 
prising the inner and the outer sphere of spirits, 
has been in the third or mortal-spiritual state, 
in which the spirit prevails, though the flesh 
remains and continues to resist. In order to 
see this, we must not look on the visible world, 
which is the fleshly portion of the human cor- 
poration, and is full of the works of the devil, 
but on the soul of that corporation, which is 
Christ and the saints of the first resurrection ; 
and we must consider, that when Christ ascen- 
ded up on high, he led captivity captive, and 
took the reins of ‘in heaven and on 
earth’ —that the saints who joined him at the 
Second Coming, have ‘lived and reigned with 
and that the time past of 


power 


him on the earth »— 
Christendom has been the time of’ his and their 
xetual kingdom, though they have only 
with a rod of iron,’ so for as this world is con- 


‘ruled 


In this comprehensive view, it ye d 
‘made an end of sin’? in 


cerned. 
be seen that Christ 
the human race, when he established himself at 
its centre; for he changed the general balance 
of powers, and gave the spirit, as a whole, the 
victory over the flesh as a whole ; so that, in a 
it may be said, that the whole 
when the Son of God 


certain sense, 
race was born of God, 
entered into it, though, until 
put under him,’ the flesh remains and wars 
against the spirit, and ‘the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of the body’ is future. 

We have passed, then, as a race, the first 
and second stages of experience, and are draw- 


‘all things are 


ing toward the conclusion of the third. The 
fourth stage is that which is before us. The 


contested reign of the spirit is to end in the 
spirit’s rest. The inner man of the race, which 





divisions (viz., the carnal and legal-carnal) be- 


for eighteen hundred years has wrestled with 


the powers of sin in the outer man, and has 
prevailed, is to assume its glorious body, and 
be released from the strife between flesh and 
spirit. 

When we say that the life of all men passes 
through the four stages which have been de- 
it must be observed that Christ is ex- 
He was without sin, and of courses 


seri} ved, 





| cepted. 
he entered into the last two stages only, viz., 
the moral-spiritual and the spiritual, in which 
| the spirit prevails over the flesh. Accordingly, 
ie did not join himself to humanity till the 
first two stages, viz., the carnal and legal-car- 
nal, were past, or at least so far past that all 
was in readiness for him to fight the decisive 
battle with the flesh, and commence the victory 
of the spirit. And on this ground, we may be 
isure that what we have said concerning the vic- 
tory of the spirit over the flesh in the race, as 
a whole, during the last eighteen hundred years, 
is true; for the fact that Christ did not come 
in the flesh till the natural and the legal states 
were past, indicates (as also does right reason) 
that he, being holy, could not be spiritually 
identified with man while the flesh prevailed, 
and of course, that since he has become spirit- 
ually identified with man, the spirit has pre- 
He did not join humanity in its sub- 
jection to sin, but, at his entrance, made an end 
of sin, and took part with hnmanity only in 
the conflicts of its mortal-spiritual state, which 
conflicts are consistent with perfect holiness. 
This observation of the point in experience 
where Christ entered into the race as a whole, 
will throw light on the question as to the point 
where he enters into partnership with individ- 
If he could not incarnate himself in the 
race till he could make an end of its sins, for 


vailed . 


uals. 


the same reason he cannot enter into individu- 
als, till they have passed the natural and legal 
stages of experience, and are ready for the 
victory of the spirit over the flesh. No man, 
remaining a sinner, can truly testify that he is 
in spiritual partnership with Christ. ‘ He that 
sinneth, hath not seen him, neither known him.’ 

The four stages of experience may be de- 
seribed with reference to the invisible powers 
to whose admivistration they respectively be- 
long, thus: 

1. The natural state is under the deri/’s ad- 
ministration. 

2. The legal state is under the administra- 
tion of angels. (See Acts 7:53, Gal. 3: 19, 
Heb. 2: 2.) 

3. The mortal-spiritual state is under the 
administration of the Son. 

. The spiritual or glorified state is under 
the administration of the Father. (See 1 Cor. 
15: iboats niin ik 


Good Natural, and Evii Unnatural. 

Forasmuch as we are living in a world that 
God bas made, and forasmuch as God has filled 
the world with good that he has made, and he 
himself is exceedingly and abundantly good, it 
follows that good is the natural condition of 
things—that good is at home in this world— 
that it is to be expected as @ matter of course— 
and evil is miraculous, a wonderful thing, a 
foreign intrusion, not at all natural but super- 
natural. The bounties of God to this world, 
and the good works of God in this world are 
not unnatural, not supernatural. The true 
nature of the world is God-like, for God made 
it and be made it to be his own dwelling-place ; 
and we should expect it to be full of his glory. 
If there is evil, sickness and death in it, it is 
wholly monstrons, a tuing to be wondered at as 
much as it would be to find a house on fire. 
The natural condition of the house is that of a 
quiet abode of life, and if we find it full of 
smoke and fire, it is the exceptional state, the 
state that should make people stare and won- 


the attitude that expects good as a matter of 
course, and continnally say in our hearts, 
things will go well unless a miracle intervenes. 
If evil comes we should look upon it as some- 
an unnatural intrusion, an 
entirely foreign event, not in the ordinary 
course of things, not appropriate to the condi- 
tion of God’s universe. ood is the strongest, 
good owns us, and our surroundings ; and we 
should take it for granted that good controls 
the ordinary course of things, and treat evil as 
an exceptional affair, a miracle, a supernatural, 
strange event. 


thing astonishing, 


‘One thing thou lackest.’ 

The story of the man who came to Christ to 
know what he should do to inherit eternal life, 
is very instructive. In this case it appears 
the man had already secured whatever benefit 
could be derived from strictly observing the 
commandments of the decalogue. He had not 
stolen, nor committed adultery ; but had on the 
contrary sustained avery moral upright char- 
acter, so far as his relations to man were 
concerned. But still, this was not enough to 
give him eternal life. Christ understood his 
case and at once pointed out the thing to be 
done, in order that he might secure the desired 
inheritance. ‘ One thing thou lackest, said he’; 
go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast and 
give to the poer, and thou shalt have treasure 
an heaven ; and come, take up the cross, and fol- 
low me.’ 

At this prescription the young man demur- 
red, and went away sad and grieved. But 
what produced this sudden change from ‘hope 
to sadness? Only a short time before, he 
came bowing to Christ, calling him good mas- 
ter, &c., and had the satisfaction of saying, he 
had observed all the commandments trom his 
youth up. Ah! the sequel tells the-story, for 
it is said, he had great possessions.’ he dis- 
closure of the state of the heart of this umia- 
ble man, served asa text for Christ te say 
some plain things about the difficulty of those 
who have riches, entering into the kingdom of 
God. The man had secured an undoubted 
passport from Moses and the law to the end of 
their morality ; but it was not a through ticket, 
it left him far short of his desired destination— 
eternal life. And in entering upon the way of 
holiness, by union with Christ ,it was necessary to 
book himself anew on conditions such as Christ 
stated,‘ Sell all that thou hast,’ &c. 

(Juery. Can any one inform us whether 
there has beer: any reduction or modification of 
the terms of salvation since the apostolic age ? 
and if so, will they state precisely how the 
matter has been arranged, and how much or 
how little’is required to be sold, in order to se- 
cure an entance at last into eternal life? 
One might easily imagine, judging from the 
state of things in the religious world, that a 
compromise has taken place by which persons 
are forwarded tree of all expense. Instead of 
requiring, over and abeve keeping the law, the 
selling and forsaking of all that one bas, the 
rule now seems to admit of keeping all and for- 
saking only the law. But as the old saying is, 
‘ Strait is the gate and narrow the way that lead- 
eth unto life, and few there be that find it,’ we 
shal] do well to look out, and*’not be cheated into 
the ‘ broad way,’ merely by looking at the cheap- 
ness of the fare. Those who wish to get through 
may be assured that no change has been made 
in the old arrangements, and if ‘selling all’ 
seems rather rigorous in the terms, it will still 
be found the best for this world, and the only 


way that ‘leadeth unto life’ in the end. 
G. C. 





pas‘ Let him that is athirst, come; and 
whosoever will, let him take of the water of 
life freely.’ (Rev. 22:17.) These are the 








der. We should bring our imaginations into 


closing words of the Bible. All things were 
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finished, and in readiness for meeting the de- 
mand that should come in consequence of that 
invitation. Christ had conquered all princi- 
palities between heaven and this world, and 
opened the channel for the River of the Water 
of Life into this world, before the Bible closed, 

and could safely issuc ‘that invitation—whoso- 
ever will let him take of the water of life freely. 


DR candmaie 

kay It appears that‘ Uncle ‘Tom’s Cabin’ 
is having a great circulation in Russia. 
government does not interfere, although its cir- 
culation is as yet unauthorized. It is thought 
that the question of enfranchisement, which is 
being agitated there at the present time, has 
something to do with the non-interference of the 


officials. 
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Go back to the True Church. 


Good things, we scarcely need to remind our read- 
ers, are liable to be misrepresented through ignorance 
Your true bill makes the ground and 
inducement for counterfeits. Christianity, probably 
more than any other good thing, has been exposed 
to that kind of juggling which passes off the name 
without the power. Satan’s game is, first to oppose 
and persecute the truth, and when that fails, then 
to mix up with it, and become its special expounder 
and representative. As long as the Apostles were 
in the field, this manceuvre could not be practiced 
on Christianity to any great extent; Dut after the 
Second Coming when the true believers were with- 
drawn from the earth, there was nothing to prevent 
reprobate spirits from joining the church and taking 
the lead of the (socalled) Christian world. From 
this position they would of course misrepresent 
Christianity—operate a general depreciation of its 
doctrines and character--and destroy all confidence 
in its vitality and power by flooding the world with 
worthless counterfeits. Let us take an example 
from the actual history of this period. 

In the Primitive Church, Salvation from Sin was a 
fixed fact—the only recognized standard of christian 
experience. The great facts of the gospel, the death 
and resurrection of Christ, were proved to be all- 
potent in working that result. John, the last apos- 
tle raised his voice clear and high, ‘ He that is born 
of God doth not commit sin—He that committeth 
sin is of the devil. But immediately after the 
Second Coming and end of the apostolic age, the 
standard began insensibly to lower—the testimony 
of the church flatted, and so smooth but effectual 
was the decline, that in a few generations the 
church were found not only confessing sin, but ac- 
tually glorying in the standard of the condemned 
legalist, ‘ When I would do good evil is present with 
me’! This has continued to be the general position 
of the nominal church almost down to the present 
time. The trouble evidently was, that Satan ata 
very early period got into the church,—probably 
among the venerable ‘ Fathers’ of the first age ; and 
in that guise gained the spiritual lead of Christ- 
endom, and by a very easy process sunk the whole 
testimony and character of religion to where it is. 


or design. 


But we must observe, that Jesus Christ, the apos- 
tles and the truths they proclaimed, are in no wise 
responsible for the imposition which has taken place 
under their name. Jesus Christ and the apostles 
did all that could be done to forewarn the world of 
this counterfeit operation, and put men on their 
guard against it. The Second Coming was plainly 
announced to take place within the apostolic age, 
when all true believers then on the earth would be 
withdrawn to live with Christ in heaven. Thus the 
continuance of a true visible church was to be sus- 
pended, and that at a time, as was specially predic- 
ted, when the world would be rife with antichrists 
and deceivers. If the world. under the persuasions 
of these antichrists and deceivers,* have rejected 
Christ’s plain information about the Second Coming, 
and permitted them to pass as the successors and 
representatives of the apostles, whois to blame ?— 
Certainly not the writers of the New Testament. 
Those who take the counterfeit under such circum- 
stances must bear the loss. 

The only way for Christendom to retrieve the ruin- 
ous bankruptcy which it has been betrayed into, 
is to go back, and pitch oyerboard as it goes, all 
the teaching pretending to represent Christianity 
between this and the apostolic age—go back and ac- 
cepting Christ’s solemn affirmations about the Sec- 
ond Coming, take a new start from that point.— 
There is no safe resting place any where short of it. 
Every thing is weak and worm-eaten—composed 
of human tradition and hearsay—-leading through 
dark ages and Popish superstitions, clear back to the 
arst century after the apostles, and that as bad as 
We shall never find a firm place for our foot, 
clear word of God, 
since the 


any. 
till we plant it again on the 
back of all that is called Christianity 
Second Coming. 


The | 


Talk about the Second Coming-—No. 5. 


Inquirer.—Can you name any individuals 
that you suppose were translated at the Com- 
ing of Christ ? 

Circular.—In the first place we know that 
more than one of Christ’s original disciples re- 
mained alive till his Coming ; for he said once 
to the twelve— Verily I say unto you, there 
be some [tines, plural in the Greek} standing 
here that shall not taste death till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom.’’ (Matt. 
16: 28.) In the next place we have a specific 
intimation from Christ that the apostle John 
in particular should live till the consummation. 
In one of Christ’s interviews with his disciples 
after his resurrection, he foretold to Peter that 
forte de awaited him. Thereupon Peter, 
in his usual free way, took upon him to ques- 
tion Christ about the destiny of others. ‘‘ ‘Turn- 
ing about, he seeth the disciple whom Jesus 
loved, [. e. John,] and saith to Jesus, Lord, 
and what shall this man do? Jesus saith unto 
him, Jf J will that he tarry till I come, what is 
that to thee? Follow thoume. Then went this 
saying abroad among the brethren, that that 
disciple should not die. Yet [says John] Jesus 
said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
thee 7”? (John 21: 20—23.) You perceive 
from this narrative at least so much as this, 
viz: 1, that in the mind of Christ and his dis- 
ciples there was nothing improbable in the idea 
of John’s living till the Second Coming ; (which 
plainly implies that in their view the Seoond 
Coming was not more than about forty years 
2, that the disciples’ theory 
that whoever 


distant ;) and, 
about the Second Coming, 
lived to see it would not dre, bul would be trans- 
lated. This was not only their theory, but it 
was the ¢rue theory, and they got it from 
Cheist; for Paul announced precisely the same 
theory in 1 Cor. 15, and 1 Thess. 4, viz., that 
the living at the Second Coming would not 
sleep, but would be changed and caught up ; 
and he said explicitly that he got it from the 
Lord. So that the saying of the disciples that 
John would not die, would have been perfectly 
legitimate if it had been based on an absolute 
assertion of Christ that John would live till the 
Second Coming. But it had for its basis only 
an intimation implied in a question, the main 
object of which was not to predict the destiny 
of John, but to rebuke the curiosity of Peter. 
‘If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee ?? The disciples generally received this 
as a direct affirmation; but John himself de- 
clined that construction, and refused to com- 
mit himself to a positive inference that he should 
not die. He ‘new that the Second Coming 
was not so far distant but that some of the dis- 


was, 


ciples would live to see it, and he Anew that 
whoever did live to see it would not die; but 
he did not know that he himself should be of 
that number, because Christ did not say so 
positively, but only put a supposition, that au- 
thorized no more than a strong probability. 
Christ evidently did not mean to give John an 
insurance against death; and John, writing 
before the Second Coming, while his life was 
yet uncertain, modestly refused to join his 
brethren in the natural inference from Christ’s 
question, and contented himself with a simple 
re-statement of the exact words of that ques- 
tion. But observe, there is nothing whatever 
in this nicety of the apostle that authorizes the 
other inference, viz., that he was lo die, or that 
he did die. On the contrary, as_ the disciples 
had some ground for the opinion that he would 
not die, so we have good reason for the opinion 
that he did not die. But then, in deference to 
John’s correction,we must acknowledge that we 
have no right to be positive in this opinion, till 
we get explicit and direct testimony as to the 
event. Itis to be noted, that we 
have in confirmation of our opinion, some evi- 
dence which the disciples had not at the time 
when their saving about John went abroad; 


however 
’ 


that is to say, we know as well as any thing 
can be known from tradition, that John did 
actually live till the destruction of Jerusalem, 





i. e. till the appointed time of the Second Com- 


ing. If we were perfectly sure of this fact, we | 
should be rationally sure that he did not die. 

And indeed we have plenty of evidence within | 
the Bible itself, without asking any favors of 
external tradition, that John lived to a period 
very near the final crisis. There is internal 
evidence in the book of Revelations, that it 
was written just before the destruction of Jeru- 

salem. So says Prof. Stuart ; and so say all| 
the best critics of modern times. In his first 
epistle, also, John expressly announces that he 
was writing on the very verge of the consum- 
mation, when the last antecedent signs of the 
* Little chil- 
for, as it 


Second Coming had appeared. 
dren,’ he says, ‘it is the last time ; 
should be rendered, the last uour ;}; and as ye 
have heard that antichrist shall come, even now 
are there many antichrists, whereby we know it 
is the last hour.’ (1 John 2: 18.) It is barely 
possible that John died in the very short inter- 
val that remained between this writing and the 
Second Coming, though all tradition says he 
did not. If he did not, we are sure that he 
never died, 

To sum up the case: we know, 1, that 
Christ came immediately after the destrue- 
tion of that believers who 
were alive at that time did not die, but were 
changed ; 3, that some of the original disciples 
were alive at that time ; 4, that Christ strongly 
intimated that John in particular would be of 
this number ; 5, that John did certainly live 
till very near the time appointed, according to 
his own writings, and still longer, according to 
I imagine that sach a chain 


Jerusalem; 2, 


universal tradition. 
of evidence as this, 
murder, would hang him. 
as it does with Christ’s coming to triumph over 


connecting a man with a 
Connecting John 


death, it entitles him to the verdict—*‘ not 
dead, but translated by visitation from God.’ 

Inquirer.—ow do you dispose of the tra- 
ditions that are current in church-history, that 
John lived long after the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, and died at Ephesus in the reign of 
Trajan ? 

Circular.—These traditions are on the face 
of them the merest mumblings of interested 
conjecture. Ix, consequence of the chimerical 
idea of a resurrection of the visible carcasses 
of men, (which early took possession of the 
church under the Fathers that led the way into 
the delusion about the Second Coming,) the 
remains and tombs of distinguished saints and 
martyrs became objects of idolatrous interest, 
and made occasion for a vast amount of swind_ 
ling and fabulous history, on the part of bish- 
ops and churches that could plausibly claim 
possession of such treasures. Accordingly 
Eusebius, in his childish history, written some 
two hundred and fifty years after the apostolic 
age, reports that Polycrates, bishop of Ephesus, 
said in a letter to Victor, Bishop of Rome, in 
a bragging way, that they had, among other 
notabilities, the remains of John at Ephesus. 
This is the sum and substance of the evidence 
we have from the Fathers about the matter. 
There is also a story, which is part and parcel 
of the same doughty traditions, that John was 
once cast into a cauldron of boiling oil, and 
came out unhurt--which nobody now believes ; 
but which is just as authentic, and in fact just 
as credible, considering what we know about 
the Second Coming, as the story of his death at 
Hphesus. ‘lo show what wretched blunders 
were made by those who pretended to tell 
something about the death of John, it is enough 
to mention that Calmet says that his age at the 
time of his death was stated by some to have 
been 94; by others 98, by others 99, by others 
104, by others 106, and by others 120! They 
might as well have spun it out ‘ world without 
end’;—and in fact they would have come near- 
er to the truth if they had. All Bible-evidence 
goes to show that he did not die, but that he 
left this world by translation pot long after 
A.D. 70. Ido not believe that he ever left 


come quickly! and again—‘Behold, I com 
| quickly? and yet again—* Surety J come 


quickly ? lis answer indicates that he was 
ready—‘ Even so; come Lord Jesus P 
The Spirit of Truth, and Criticism. 

The Spirit of truth is by its very nature 
a spirit of criticism. It is a searcher of 
hearts. If we invite it into our circle, it 
cannot help criticising us so long as there is 
anything among us to be criticised. It is 
impossible to separate the idea of criticism 
from the Spirit. We might as well try to 
Separate the idea of discovery from light. 
Those who are afraid of criticism exclude 
the Spirit of truth from their circle, because 
it cannot go where criticism is offensive— 
If we were all near-sighted, and could but 
just sce one another, and were so accustomed 
to that state that we should be unpleasantly 
affected by the presence of a person with a 
wide-awake eye, such a person would be dis- 
qualified for our society. The Spirit of 
truth unfortunately has such clear eyes, that 
it is disqualified for any society which is 
averse to thorough examination. 

Openness to criticism is the best invita- 
tion to the Spirit of truth. If the Rapping 
circles, who are eager to get into commu- 
nication with various spirits, desire commu- 
nication with the Jest spirit, here is the way. 
Let them sit round a table, pine or mahog- 
any, it makes no difference ; the number of 
the circle from ‘two or three,’ to twenty ; 
and let some one offer himself for free re- 
mark, Then let a round of honest, thorough 
criticism commence, and before the opera- 
tion is finished, something better than rap- 
pings will come. The Spirit of truth will 
be attracted, because it is predisposed to all 
processes of inspection, particularly of char- 
acter. We should not be afraid to warrant 
that any circle which should try this experi- 
ment, would have some interesting manifes- 
tations to report. 

The churches who have long been praying 
for the Holy Spirit, with little success, 
should know what they pray for, that it is a 
spirit of judgment. Perhaps they are not 
humble and sincere enough to receive it in 
the only office which it is possible for it to 
exercise toward them in their present state, 
that of a critic. 


The spirit of Truth is of the nature of 


fire as well as of light—it cannot visit us 
without burning whatever is not tried gold. 
Still it is called the Comforter. The ulti- 
mate effect of all its criticisms is comfort— 
comfort from stage to stage in the details of 
the process, and everlasting comfort in the 
end, when we shall be without fault, through 
its faithfulness. Hi. 





Tue Ericsson.—The ship Eriesson, which 
arrived here on Monday, left the Capes on 
Friday afternoon, and stopped four or five 
hours on the way. The confidence of the 
owners, it is said, was greatly increased in the 

calorie engine by the late trip. She went to 
W ashington before she was complete, in order 

to be there before the adjournment of Congress. 

She will now go to the shipyard, at W illiams- 
burgh, and remain about a month undergoing 
the ‘finishing operations. The object thus far 
having been to see how well the machinery will 
work ; it is supposed that the test of speed will 
be an object on her next appearance. It is 
claimed by some ofthe admirers of the new 


motive power, that when the maximum of 


speed is reached in the calorie engine, the 
steamers will not exceed it in rapidity by more 
than a knot an hour. 

Capt. Ericsson has made a contract with th« 





the isle of Patmos till he went up. There he 
wrote the Apocalypse, which was the rereddie of | 
the Second Advent. In the last scene of that | 
book, Jesus, his old master, who had given him | 


all but an outright ill that he should live | 





Navy Department to ye for the Gov- 
ernwent a model Caloric Engine of sixty-horse 
power—sucl nan engine as C apt. I. proposes to 
apply to a screw frig ate. ‘This engine is to be 
| made forthwith and sent to W ashington to be 
put up in the Navy Yard before the next 


till the great Coming, said to hin-—‘ Behold, I\ meeting of Congress.—N. Y. Tribune. 
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** Zion, thy God reigneth.”’ 


“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
ring eth 





fallib le P hysieian sia described. But after | 
all the‘r disappointments in the use of nostrums, 





shall save ie 
Ups and if he have committed sins, the y shall | 





|in Christ as being in the resurrection. 


| 2: 12, 13. 


| . * * 
| ening spirit.” 


ick, a a the Burd shall raise Mays ;man came also the resurrection of the dead.’ 


1 Cor. 15:21. And he speaks of believers 
To th 
Colossians he says, ‘ Ye are buried with him 
in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him 


through the faith of the operation of God, 


| who hath raised him from the dead: and you 
Author of life, but as an all-sufficient Restorer. | being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision 
Notice the following passages: —‘If thou wilt of your flesh, hath he guickened together with 


with Christ. 
Col. 3:1. 


$ wri en le first man am was made 
‘Iti tten, The first Ad: 1 


‘If ye then be risen 


the last Adam was made a quick- 
1 Cor. 15: 45. 
ers are said to be in Christ, 


a living soul ; 

And as believ- 
‘the resurrection 
and the life,’ and to be ‘risen with him,’ se 
Christ, who is a‘ quickening spirit,’ is declared 
to be in believers. ‘Know ye not your own 


selves,’ says Paul to the Corinthians, ‘how 
that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be repro- 
bates 7? 2Cor. 13:5. And henee, 
also to the Romans, 8:9, 10, 11, 


in the flesh, but in the spirit, if so be that 


he says 


‘Ve are not 


peingeth good tidings. that publisheth peace: that br 
ber tidings of good, that publisheth salvation ; that saithunto | how few are found who apply with full confi- | | be forgiven him.” James 5: 14 15. 
eon. Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen shall lift up the 4 } 
wnice; with the voice together ‘shall they sing ; for they shall dence to this great Physician. It is said ofa! Although we do not find in thes Goriptares, | 
jee eye to eye, When the Lord shall bring again Zion.” Is. 6 . 7 ° . 
gee ‘| certain place, that Jesus did not many mighty | ithat God direets the sick to apply to physicians 
‘ Zion—city of the Lord, . . 2 2 y Rie 
Sandy Cee are : works there, because of their unbelief.’ And |for help, yet we do find that he encourages 
Long oppressed by doubts and fears, ? “—" 
Listen to thy watehman’s word. what but unbelief is the cause why more of his | them to put their trust in him, not only as the 
Lift thine eyes, and wipe thy tears. mighty works are not witnessed in these days ? >| 
—_— or. — is — ; That disease and death are the consequen- | 
Canst thou doubt thyself again ? 
Take his wedding-robe and ring— ces of’ sin, is manifestly the doctrine of the Bi- | dilige tly hearken to the voice of the Lord thy | him, having forgiven you all trespasses.’ Col. 
Take the robe without a stain. | ble. Paul says ‘ By one man sin entered into | God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, 
Thy God nate aon the world, and death by sin ; and so death passed land wilt give ear to his commandme nts, and | seek those things which are above.’ 
Is within thee—canst thou fear F 
sis etc iar Sieeetia adiaaseten upon all men, for that all have sinned.’ Itap-| keep all his statutes, I will put none of oom 
Sure that word thy heart may cheer. pears to have been a common practice with Je- | diseases upon thee which I have brought upon | 
Thy God reigneth over all— sus, to say to those whom he restored to health, | the Egyptians; for Lam the Lord that healeth 
mecca dy ‘Son,’ or ‘ Daughter, thy sins be forgjven thee.’ | thee.’ Ex. 15: 26. ‘And ye shall serve the 
Jtterly thy foes shi , > : . 3 ‘ : 
When thy Sovereign’s throne they see And when he healed one sick of the palsy, he | Lord your God, and he shall bless thy bread 
Faint and weary hast thou been, evidently intended to show, that disease is a|and thy water; and J will take sickness away| 
But thy king ean never faint ; consequence of sin; and that to say to him, | from the midst of thee? Ex. 23: 25. 
Prison-sorrows thou hast seen, om ° . he ) P © 6 a - 
Rus thy Ged knows uo vestentat. Thy sins be forgiven thee,’ was equivalent to I have set before thee iife and death, bles- 
avi ‘an. take rheds valk. == | sing mr wrafore choose life. th: 
win nokta oon Samet Gane nowt saying, * Arise, take up thy bed and walk. ing and cursing ; therefore choose life, that 
Thou canst say. ‘God's power is mine ! Notice also the account in the 5th chapter of'| both thou and thy seed may live; that thou 
Shame shall never clothe thy brow, John, of Christ’s healing an impotent man | mayest love the Lord thy God, and obey his 
Since his righteousness is thine. ’ es é is : Ky fe ? : ie 
Ae ‘who had an infirmity thirty and eight years.’ | voice, and cleave unto him; for he is thy life 
’ Glad are the tidings of thy God, ‘ . $ 01 ) . 
¢ . ( 


Peace—Salvation—endless joy— 
He hath broke the oppressor’s rod. 
Sworn he shall no more annoy. 


Awake! arise! stand up! rejoice! 
Put on the stainless robe of praise. 
Lift up thy head! lift up thy voice ! 
Forget henceforth thy darkened days. 


Together shall thy watchmen sing— 
As, eye to eye, they see the Lord— 
Sing ‘ Wallelujah! God is king! 
Faithful his ways. and truce his word !’ 





Christ a Perfect Physician. 

Jesus Christ maketh thee whole; 
arise and make thy bed,’ said Peter to one who 
was sick of the palsy, and who had kept his 


7 Ny . 
Eneas, 


bed eight years; ‘and he arose immediately,’ 
‘In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
rise up and walk,’ said he to another, who had 
been lame from his mother’s womb. ‘ And 
immediately his feet and ancle-bones received 
strength. And he, leaping up, stood, and 
walked, and entered with them into the temple, 
walking and leaping, and praising God.’ And 
when all the people gathered around tkem, 
greatly wondering, Peter said, 


our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus ; whom 


ye delivered up, and denied in the presence of 


Pilate, when he was determined to let him go. 
But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and 
desired a niurderer to be granted unto you ; and 
killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised 
from the dead, whereof we are witnesses. And 
his name, through faith in his name, hath made 
this man strong, whom ye see and know ; yea, 
the faith which is by him hath given him this 
perfect soundness in the presence of you all.’ 
yActs 9: 34, & 3: 6, Ke. 


These are but two examples, among the 


multitude of cures wrought by the power of 


him who ‘ took our infirmities, and bare our 
sicknesses ;? and of whom it is 
general terms, that he ‘ went about, preaching 


the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 


recorded, in 


manner of sickness, - all manner of disease, 
among the people.’ And they brought wate 
him all sick people that were taken with divers 
diseases and torments, and those who were 
possessed with devils, which 
lmatic, and those that had the palsy ; and he 
healed them.’ Matt. 4: 23, 24. 

Behold here a physician whose skill is per- 
and whose wil- 


and those were 


feet, whose power is infallible, 
lingnees to relieve the afflic ted is unquestiona- 
ble, from the fact that he never fin: uly rejected 
any who applied to him in faith. It is said, 
‘he healed all that had need of healing.’ And 
as he is ‘the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever,’ his power and willingness to heal must 
still remain. 


‘The God of 
Abraham, of hook and of Jeo, the God of 


It is said, ‘Afterwards Jesus findeth him in the 
temple and said unto him, Behold thou art 
thing 


made whole; sin no more, lest a worse 


come unto thee.? Recovery from disease is al- 
so elsewhere in Scripture connected with for- 
giveness of sins,and is ascribed not to physicians, 
‘ David says, ‘ Bless the Lord, O 
who 


but to God. 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 
forgiveth all thine iniquities ; who healeth all thy 
diseases ; who redeemeth thy life from destrue- 
tion; so that thy youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s.’? Psalm 103: 2, 3, &c. Isaiah predic- 
ting the happy state of Zion in the latter days, 
says, ‘ The inhabitant shall not say I am sick ; 
the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven 
their tniquity.’——Isa, 33: 24. 

It is worthy of observation that but very lit- 
tle is said about physicians in the Bible; and 
we do not recollect any place in which God di- 
rests the sick to apply to physicians for a cure ; 
as we might conclude he would have done, had 
this been the way in which they might success- 
fully seek for health. It is recorded of Asa, 
one of the kings of Judah, (2 Chron. 16: 12,) 
that he ‘ was diseased in his feet until his dis- 
ease was exceeding great ;’ added to 
his reproach, as it would scem, that ‘ in his dis- 
ease, he sought not to the Lord, but to the 
physicians.’ Yet it does not appear that they 
cured him, for it is immediately afterwards 
said, that ‘Asa fathers.’ See 
also 2 Kings 1: told 
that the prophet Elijah was sent by the Lord 


and it is 


We with his 


2,3, &e., where we are 


Baal Zebub, the god of Ekron, concerning his 
disease, instead of seeking help from the God 
of Israel. 

It is truce, the Bible 
physicians as a class ; and Paul, to the 
sians, speaks of ‘ Luke the beloved physician.’ 
It is true also, ‘that Jesus said, ‘They that 
are whole need nota physician, but they that 
But he here evidently intended to 
the true physi- 
cian. And how clearly was his superiority 
demonstrated, in the eure of the woman ‘ who 


says nothing against 


Colos- 


are sick.’ 
| 2 . 
| direct attention to himself as 


had an issue of blood twelve years.’ For we 
are told by the Evangelists, that she ‘ had suf- 
fered many things of many physicians, and 
could not be healed of any; that she had spent 
all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but 
rather grew worse.’ 

We recollect but two instances 
tings of the apostles, in which direct advice is 
The first is only an indi- 


in the wri- 


given to the sick. 
vidual case, being Paul’s advice to Timothy, 
‘Drink no longer water but 
stomach’s sake and 
Tim. 5: 23. The 


to whom he says, 
use a little wine, for thy 
thine often infirmities.’ 





In this age of quackery and imposture, es | second instance is found in the epistle of James, 


‘Omany have been deceived and disap 
in thy »use of th - 
‘pills,’ *} bitters, She 


famous ‘panaceas,’ i ME 


sums,’ ‘catholicons,’ 
ke 88 Sanatives,’? &e., which have been so often 
ih ci ; mgs é 3 

imposed upon the public by flaming advertise- 


ne ee al = » . . . 
ents and recommendations,—it might be sup- 





‘natch-| siek. 





,| where he gives 
as general advice to believers concerning the 


what appears to be intended 


is case we Again find recovery from 


In thi 


sickness connected with Keegeronens of’ sins. 


“Ts any : sick among you ? 
call for the elders of the church, and let them 


says he, * let him 


posed that the afflicted children of nien would pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 


tt > he / 
im for help, with eager joy, 


to the great iu-! name of the 


Lord: and the prayer of faith 


to reprove Ahaziah for sending to inquire of 


and the length of thy days.’ Deut. » 20. 
‘Tkiull, and Imakealive; I wound, and I 
heal ; neither is there any that can deliver out 
of my hand.—Set your hearts unto all the 
words which I testify among you this day ; for 
it is not a vain thing for you , because tt is your 
life! Deut. 32: 39, 46, 47.—*O Lord my 
God, and thou hast healed 
me.” Ps, 30: 2. 

The following passage describes a most des- 
and though the description doubt- 


I cried unto thee, 


perate case ; 
less had reference primarily to a spiritual 

moral malady, yet the principle involved in the 
maladies ; 


The 


case is thus described; ‘ Thus saith the Lord, 


case may be extended to - all other 
the source of cure being the same in all. 


Thy bruise is incurable, and thy wound is griev- 
ous. There is none to plead thy cause that 
thou mayest be bound up: thou hast no healing 
Yet desperate and hopeless as this 
case would seem to be, the Lord, 
the same people immediately afterwards, says, 
* [will restore health wnto thee, and I will keal 
saith the Lord; because 
saying, 'T his s is Zion 
): 12, 13, 


medicines. ? 
addressing 


thee of thy wounds, 
they call thee an outeast, 
whom no marr seeketh after..’ Jer. 3 
RT 

We are informed that when God had ‘formed 
man of the dust of the ground, he breathed in- 
to his nostrils the breath of life ; 
But having eaten of the 


and man be- 
came a living soul.’ 
tree of which God commanded him not to eat, 
he became, (to use a common expression,) a 
‘dying mortal,’ according to the denunciation, 
‘In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou 
shalt surely die:’ or as it is in the 
‘dying thow shalt die’ Thus 


marginal 
reading, man- 
kind continued subject to death, with only two 
recorded exceptions, until Christ came, ‘ who 
hath abolished death, and hath brought life 
and immortality to light by the gospel.’ He 
found the world ‘lying in wickedness’—‘dead 
in trespasses and sins.? But he declared him- 
self to be ‘the bread of God which cometh 
down from heaven, and giveth life to the world.’ 
And not only is he the great Deliverer from 
disease, as represented in the Scriptures al- 
ready quoted ; but 
‘ life eternal,’ and victory over death, to them 
that believe. The following are some of the 
many passages in which this glorious hope is 
presented :-—‘ This is the bread which cometh 
down from heaven, that a man may eat thereor 
and not die. Lam the living bread which came 
down from heaven. Ifany man cat of this 
bread he shall live forever : and the bread that 
I will give is my flesh, which I will give for 
the life of the world. Not as your fathers did 
eat manna and are dead: he that eateth of thts 
bread shall live forever.” Jno. 6: 50, 51, 

‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, if a man keep 
my saying, he shall mever see death.’ 8: 51. 
** Jesus saith unto her, (Martha,) I am the 
he that believeth in 
shall hie live ; 


not only does he give life, 


resurrection and the life ; 
me, though he were dead, yet 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me, 
shall never die.” Jno 25: 26. 








Paul says, ‘Since by man came death, by 


the spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any 
man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his. And if Carist be in the body is 
dead because of sin; but the spirit is life be- 
But if the spirit of 


you, 
cause of righteousness. 
him that raised up Jesus from the dead, dwell 
in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead 
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit 
that dwelleth in you.’ 

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where 
is thy victory ? J. Le 8 


The News. 


«++. The latest arrival from Europe brings 
intelligence of the suspension of diplomatic 
relations between Austria and Turkey, and the 
prospect of a rupture between the two coun- 
tries. The immediate occasion of the with- 
drawal of the Austrian Embassy, was, the refu- 
sal of the Turkish government to comply with 
the peremptory demand of Austria, that Turkey 
should cede to her the important ports of Kleck 
and Sutorina on the Adriatic. In ease of a 
war between Austria and Turkey, it is generally 
understood that Austria will be backed by 
Russia, and probably Prussia, while France and 
England will sustain Turkey.-—It is not be- 
lieved on the London Exchange that this diffi- 
culty however critical it may appear, will re- 
sult in a war; but the common opinion is that 
it will. In the event of a war, Austria is like- 
ly to find her worst enemies at home; as the 
ILungarians are very uneasy and discontented 
under the oppressions of the Austrian govern- 
ment. 

..-.The Austrian authorities in Italy, be- 
lieving Mazzini to be in Milan, are taking 
the most rigorous measures to prevent his es- 
cape. 

..--A Mexican Revenue Cutter has beeu 
despatched to St. Thomas, with a Commissioner 
to invite the return of Santa Anna, He will 
probably accept the invitation, and be invested 
with supreme power; but whether he will be 
able to restore order and tranquillity to that 
unhappy country, remains to be seen. It is 
feared by many, judging from his former course, 
that his presence there will only make matters 
worse. 





I~ We find the following statement, in the 29th 
annual Report of the New York Bible Society. It 
is similar in character to the case of the Madiais in 
Tuscany, though there has not been so much said 
about it: 

An incident of painful interest, in connexion 
with our distributions among foreign seamen, is 
related in a letter from Italy, published i in the 
Tribune of Nov. 10. It is dated Genoa, Oc- 
tober 11, 1852, and states what took place at 
Naples : sonst About two months ago, a mate 
named Perandelli had a Bible with him, which 
had been given to him by the New York Bible 
Society. ‘Tt was scized as a criminal book.— 
To save any one else from implication, he con- 
fessed it was his. He wassent with the offend- 
ing book to a court-martial, and immediately 
sentenced to ¢en years of chains in the galleys, 
with thieves and murderers! He is now expi- 
ating his crime.” 
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THE CIRCULAR. 








The Safety of Organizations. 
We see this important distinction between 
the Primitive church and all other organiza- 
tions, ecclesiastical or civil, which have ex- 
isted in this world, viz: in that church the 
officers werg more pure than their subordi- 
nates; while in other bodies of men the 


: . cant 
contrary is truae—there is more corruption 


in the officers than in the masses they gov- 
ern. ‘The officiality in this nation is more 
corrupt than the commonality; this every 
body will allow: and it is not speaking un- 
advisedly to say that in the churches as a 
whole, the laity are more honest and sincere 
than the ministry. 

It is obvious that the state of things in the 
Primitive church is the only hopeful one. 
If the governing part of any associated body 
is the best, it promises the improvement of 
the whole. But if the governing part is the 
most corrupt, the general tendency of the 
body will be downward. Suppose a nation 
in a low state of morals and civilization, to 
be furnished with a set of officers somewhat 
elevated above the common level, and thor- 
oughly possessed with the love of progress ; 
that nation has a glorious future before it— 
its career will be onward to perfection. 
Suppose another nation is highly civilized to 
start with, but its government is in the 
hands of a corrupt class; it will sink so 
long as that state of things continues; its 
leaders will conduct it to disgrace. 

‘’he officers in the Primitive church were 
not elected by the people, nor self elected ; 
they were elected by the Holy Ghost. Those 
who were the truest and purest, who were 
the most self-sacrificing, public spirited and 
loyal to Christ, were secured to the govern- 
ment of that church by its method of clec- 
tion. But a government. elected by the 
people is not likely to be better than its 
source of power; it is very likely to be 
worse: because selfish ambition is always 
alert for the advantage. 





FOR THE CIRCULAR. 
The Providence of Criticism. 

There are a multitude of passages, both in 
the Old and New Testament, which go to 
prove God’s incessant watchfulness and care 
over his children, guiding them on with consum- 
mate ingenuity and skill, to fulfil their destiny, 
an‘! take their true place, as members of the 
body of Christ. 

‘he means by which he accomplishes this 
enj, are as different as are the individuals 
theinselves. God’s sagacity and cunning in 
rescuing men from the snare of the devil are 
truly infinite ; bis plans are far-reaching, pene- 
trating into the future, and foiling his adver- 
sary at the very time, when he seems most 
coniilent of success. Our whoie lives, as be- 
lievrs, are an illustration to us, of this provi- 
dential care and purpose of God. 

jbat though persons are free to admit and ac- 
knowledge God’s care and oversight on a large 
sen!, yet many are slow to believe and confess 
his land in smaller matters, of every day oc- 
curveace, specially when they cross any selfish 
purpose. How often does the carnal mind 
rise up and resist, and sometimes utterly reject 
the judgment of God where man’s agency is 
concerned, 

ilcre arises the difficulty which persons some- 
tin: s have with erjticism. They say, ‘I would 
sul nit to this or that course, recommended by 
others, if I felt that God wanted me to do so.’ 
And what does God want? Paul says, ‘ Obey 
them that have the rule over you, and submit 
you ? I cannot myself conceive of a 
kingdom where God reigns independent of hu- 
me agency, or where he does not inspire man 
to curry out his purposes, and execute judg- 
meut, by way of criticism and reproof. God 
* cones near to us to judgment ;’ and he comes 
in « way to humble the haughtiness of man, 
an] bring down his high looks. We are so 


elves. 


|deeply involved in selfishness—the I-spirit is 
so predominant—that it seems impossible, in 
ithe first stages of our experience, that we 


‘should be qualified to judge ourselves impartial- 


‘ly and truthfully. 
31, 32.) “If we would [or if we were qualificc 
| to} judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 
But when we are judged, [or criticised by 
‘others,] we are chastened of the Lord, that 
| we should not be condemned with the world.” 
It is said of Christ, that ‘out of his mouth 
He 


among us in person, with his sword furbished, 


goeth a sharp sword.’ docs not come 
|and glittering for battle, but he comes in the 
| Spirit of truth and inspiration and qualifies his 
followers to use the ‘sword of the Spirit’ dex- 
terously, by way of sharp criticism, to sever 
the good from the bad. So let us not complain 
of the means God is pleased to use in saving 
us, knowing that ‘all things work for good,’ 
but rather let us give thanks, for any discipline 
that humbles us and reduces self, that God 
may have supreme control over our hearts and 
life. ©. ¥.7, 
Oneida, March, 1853. 





Stilling at the University. 

Those who have ever read the ‘ Life of Stilling,’ 
published by the Harpers some years since, will rec- 
ollect that he was distinguished for a simple hearted 
faith, which carried him through multifarious trials 
and difficulties, and made his life a continual ro- 
mance. Starting as a poor peasant boy he succeed- 
ed in gaining an‘education, and finally rose to distine- 
tion, as a University Professor and Aulic Counsellor 
in one of the German States. In the following 
extract, he relates a case of providential interposition 
which occurred to him while attending the Univer- 
sity. His argument at the close, in favor of the 
Christian religion is as unusual as it is interesting ; 

After Martinmas, lectures on midwifery were 
announced, and those who were desirous of at- 
tending them were invited. | This was a prin- 
cipal thing with Stilling ; he therefore presented 
himself, on the Monday evening, with others, 
in order to subseribe. le had no idea but 
that these lectures would be paid for, like the 
others, after they were ended ; but how was he 
dismayed, when the doctor announced that the 
gentlemen would please pay six louis-d’ors each 
for the lectures, the following Thursday even- 
ing. ‘There was therefore an exception in this 
case, and that fora good reason, Now if Stil- 
ling did not pay on the day fixed, his name 
would be struck out. This would have been 
disgraceful, and would have weakened the 
credit which he absolutely required. | He was 
therefore at a loss what todo. Mr. Troost had 
already advanced him six louis-d’ors, and there 
was still no prospect of being able to return 
them. 

As soon as Stilling entered his apartment, 
and found it empty, he shut the doorafter him, 
threw himself down in a corner, and wrestled 
earnestly with God for aid and compassion.— 
ihe Thursday evening however arrived, with- 
out anything of a consoling nature manifesting 
itself. It was already five o’clock ; and six 
was the time that he ought to have the money. 
Stilling’s faith began almost to fail; he broke 
at into a perspiration with anxiety, and his 
whole face was wet with tears. He felt no 
more courage or faith, and therefore he looked 
forward to the future as to a hell with all its 
corments. Whilst he was pacing the room oc- 
cupicd with such ideas, some one knocked at 
ihe door. He ealled out, ‘Come in!’ It was 
the landlord, Mr R He entered the 
room, and after the customary compliments, 
ic began, ‘I am come to see how you are, 
and whether you are satisfiel with your lodg- 
ing.’ Stilling answered, * Your inquirics after 
my health do me much honor; L am _ well, 
taank God! and your apartment is quite ac- 
cording to our wish.’ 

Mr R rejoined, ‘I am very glad of it, 
purticularly as I see you are such well-behaved 
aud worthy people. But I wished particularly 
to ask you one thing; have you brought mo- 
ney with you, or do you expect bills?’ —Stil- 
ling now felt like Habakkuk, when the angel 
of the Lord took him by the hair of his head to 
earry him to Babylon. He answered, ‘ No, I 
have brought no money with me.’ 

Mr. R stood, looked at him fixedly, and 
said, * For God’s sake, how will you be able to 
proceed ?? 

Stilling answered, ‘Mr Troost has already 
lent me something.’ ‘ But he requires his mo- 
ney himself,’ rejoined Mr. R ‘IT will 
advance you money, as much as youneed ; and 
wheu you receive your remittance, you need 
only give the bill to me, that you may have no 
trouble in disposing of it: Are you in want of 

















any money atpresent?’? Stilling could scarcely 


jrefrain from crying out ; 


said he, $1 have need of’ six louis-d’ors this | 


| 


| 


| 
Paul says, (1 Cor. 11: ) 





however, he restrained 
limself, so as not to show his feelings. ‘ Yes,’ 
evening, and | was at a loss,’ 

Mr. R was shocked, and replied, ‘ Yes, 
I dare say youare! I nowsee that God has 
sent me to your assistance,’ 
the room. 

Stilling felt at this moment like Daniel in 
the lion’s den, when Habakkuk brought him 
nis food ; he was overpowered by his feelings, 
and was searcely aware of Mr. R *s re- 
énteringthe room. This excellent man brought 
eight louis-d’ors, handed them to him, and 
went away. 

In the sphere in which Stilling now moved, 
he had daily temptations enough to become a 
seeptic in religion. He heard, every day, new 
reasons against the Bible, against Christianity, 
and against the principles of the Christian reli- 
gion. All the proofs he had ever collected, and 
which had always hitherto tranquilized him, 
were no longer sufficient to satisfy his inflexible 
reason; the trials of faith alone, of which he 
had already experienced so many in the deal- 
ings of Divine Providence with him, made him 
quite invincible. He therefore coucluded as 
tollows: * Ife who so obviously hears the pray- 
ers of men, and guides their destinies so won- 
derfully and visibly, must, beyond dispute, be 
the true God, and his doctrine the word of God. 
Now | have ever adored and worshiped Jesus 
Christ, as my God and Saviour. He has heard 
me in the hour of need, and wonderfully sup- 
ported and succored me. Consequently Jesus 
Christ is incontestably the true God, bis doctrine 
is the word of God and hi: religion, as He has 
instituted it, the true religion. - 


Immortality. 
All the permanent growth there isin the 








universe is the increase of God. He ‘ only 


hath immortality.? All other growth is like 
the grass that grows awhile and then is cut 
down and withers. But God grows eternally ; 
and he has made arrangemenis by which we can 


connect ourselves with him, and so become 


branches of the tree of life, and partakers of 


the eternal growth. And if we become parta- 
kers of his growth, organs and vessels of his 
immortality, then all our growth ministers to 
the growth of God, and ‘ maketh increase with 
the increase of God.’ Then we have perpetu- 
al improvement, prosperity, and growth of a 
genuine and satisfactory kind. All other kinds 
may properly be called shams——promises that 
are doomed to disappointment. 

It is an inevitable fact that exists in the na- 
ture of things--CGod himself could not make it 
otherwise—that he should grow eternally, and 
that all other growth should be subordinate to 
his, and limited by his, and only temporary in 
itnature. We mayas well receive this truth, 
acknowledge it, submit to it, and make the 


most of it.- If we ean find a way to partake of 


his eternal growth, it will be well with us.— 
If not, we must make up our minds to perish, 
and become subservient to his benefit in anoth- 
er way. 





A Doe tn Cuvrcn.—An amusing incident 
occurred at one of the churches in a neighbor- 
ing village last Sunday afternoon. Just as the 
services were about to commence, a good sized 
dog was observed to be sauntering about the 
aisles, probably in search ofhis master. After 
making a pretty thorough examination ‘of the 
aisles, he ascended to the pulpit, passing up 
the stairs on one side, and down on the other 
But not having obtained the object of his 
search. or satisfied his curiosity, he again as- 
cended the stairs, and took the same rout+, but 
with no better suecess. Again he ascended the 
steps, but instead of passing through the pul- 
pit, he took a position on the upper step, 
where, settling himself upon bis haunches, he 
deliberately surveyed the congregation for 
some minutes, during which time a pause en- 
sued, in which it seemed doubtful whether 
the audience would titter outtight, or the dog 
begin to bark. At length, after waiting in 
vain for the sexten to appear, one of the good 
deacons resolved to expel the intruder. But 
the dog, as if anticipating his intentions, took 
his old route through the pulpit, and as the 
deacon passed up one side, the dog went down 
the other. This was repeated two or three 
times, to the no small amusement of the as- 
sembled congregation. The deacon at last 
seized the dog by the neck, and the way he 
marched him down the broad aisle was enough 
to make a philosopher smile. This having 
been accomplished, the services were comenced 
with all,the gravity it was possible to attain un- 
der the ¢ireumstances.— Boston Transcrpt. 


and went out of 


| (CORRESPONDENCE, — 


FROM MARYLAND. 

| Hagerstown, March 12, 1853. 

| —lI find in my heart an inclination to com. 
|municate with you, and with the household of 
| faith, of which I feel myself a member. J 
| find my heart expanding largely in the sunshine 
|of God’s love, and iast becoming assimilated 
to the we-spirit. I earnestly desire a more inti- 
| mate acquaintance with God, that I may be able 
| to rightly understand the rules of his court, and 
| become a good counselor, knowing how to move 
the court correctly. Itis my ambition to know 
[and do the will of God, in all things; and to 
| bring every thought into perfect obedience to 
him, according to the earnest declaration of 
Paul. (See 2. Cor. 10: 5.) 

A few days since, an orthodox minister said, 
on the occasion of the decease of a respected 
friend, ‘ My dear friends, the sad scene which 
we have witnessed to-day, is another solemn 
waraing that we should prepare for death—pre- 
pare to die.’ My inner man instantly replied, 
[ shall do no such thing—I shall prepare for 
hife—prepare to live. Christ has called me to 
life, and not to death. This is according to 
the testimony of Christ, and Paul. ‘ He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.’ ‘I 
am the resurrection and the life.? ‘ He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation, but is passed from 
death unto life.’ * To be spiritually minded is 
life and peace.’ ‘He that hath the Son, hath 
lite.? ‘The wages of sin is death ; but the gift 
of God is eternal life.’ ‘Reckon ye also your- 
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ By 
confessing Christ in me a living Savior, I shall 
realize this truth. 1 am willing to lay aside my 
body, if by that means I can the better serve 
the cause of God; otherwise I am not. 

The Circular is to me a source of great edi- 
fication as a Bible-auxiliary, and an exponent 
of the principles of the Primitive church. 

Yours in the confession of Christ, 
Wm. V. Seiguman. 





FROM CANADA WEST. 


Port Dover, March 4, 1853. 

—TI continue to receive much comfort and 
satisfaction in reading the Circular, and am 
a partaker with you in your spiritual feasts. 
‘Though absent in the flesh, yet I am with you 
in spirit, joying and bebolding your order, and 
the steadiastness of your faith.’ 

1 have great comfort in confessing Christ 
within me a savior from sin. ‘The life-giving 
power of his resurreetion invigorates the whele 
man, and satisfies the craving of the heart. 
This we realize when we have an appropriating 
faith that can say, ‘ We are buried with him in 
baptism, wherein also we are risen with him, 
through the faith of the operation of God, who 
hath raised him from the dead.’ How consol- 
ing it is to look upto him, as the head of all 
prineipalitics and powers, who has triumphed 
over our mightiest enemy. Whatever power 
attacks us, we fall back upon Christ aud feel 
certain that we shall conquer. 

IT was much pleased with the ‘Home-Talk’ 
* Association the means, and not the end.’ We 
outsiders all have a longing desire for associa- 
tion, and therefore have as much need to 
regard it as only a means and not an end, as 
those have who are associated together. In 
our isolated state, we have to battle with the 
cares and troubles of the world, in a worse 
form than we should in association; but we 
must bide ourtime—we know thatall things work 
for good to those who love God, aud may the 
Lord direct our hearts more into that love. 

The enclosed $10 is for sustaining the Carcu- 
lar, May our heavenly Father strengthen 
your hands, and abundantly bless you in the 
work you are engaged in, that of publishing 
the gospel ‘without money and without price.’ 
Freely have we received, freely let us give. 

Yours in the love of Christ, H. Ross. 





Fas It is necessary in order to have true, 
strong, all-eonquering faith, to believe that 
the hairs of our head are all numbered, 
and that not a thing occurs but what is ar- 
ranged aud understood by God. Our faith 
must not leave out little things; it must 
cover all things and all events. It must en- 
large until it is a complete plenum, with no 
pores in it. It must recognize God’s provi- 
dence in the falling of a pin. If it is true 
that ‘the heavens do rule,’ and that God 
worketh all things according to the counsel 
of his own will, in defiance of all opposing 
powers, it is important to know and ac- 
knowledge the fact ; and our faith will ne- 
eessarily be weak and fickle until we do. 
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